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AHow wonder ful to hear four young musicians b
Yo-Yo Ma, concert cellist

AThe La Catrina Quartet surely must be counte
today. Every note the La €ma plays is infused with energy, every gesture has a purpose and
every phrase is meaningful. Their attention to detail and their dedication to classical music is a
breath of fresh air.o

Keith Robinson, cellist, the Miami String Quartet
il b e le iyauthfel Lat Gatrina Quartet possesses all the elements to become one of the
worl doés best. Il n addition, t hey have that a
intelligence. They are already topu n g . 0

George Bell,San Miguel de Allende ChambemMusic Festival

Al The La Catrina Quartet] is the only string

of reaching excellence and competitiveness in
Javier Montiel, violist, Cuarteto Latinoamericano

ARThey arfeodeasthmieldl i ant career . o

Chauncey Patterson, violist

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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ALa Catrina Quartet's infectious performance
seemingly diverse elements. With much of Revueltas’ music, the composer conveys madness,
melancholy and tater lyricism, sometimes simultaneously. La Catrina seemed to know the
secret entryway into the heart of Revueltas's

Santa Barbara News Press

AThroughout the concert at St . Mar kés Episcoc
stylistic passion, eye contact and physical intensity whether playing classical styles or music
based on Mexican dance, entrancing the audieftoey managed to go from the intensity of

el ephants stomping to the |ightness of feathe

Arkansas DemocratGazette

ATheir performance of Haydnodés Op. 64, No. 5 w
The Record Courier, Kent, OH

AnThe Op. 18 #4, by Beet hoven, closed the firs
by the quartetFrom the first movement, allegro ma non troppo, the musical personality of each

of the members of the quartet could be felt. Daniel V&lpela delighted the audience with his

delirious vibrato and his resolute articulation. George Figueroa, playingdgemlin, brought

out the contrast with more graceful sequences of a languidness that was moving. Alan Daowz
brandished his cello with character and played majestically in his lower register in a con brio
dialogue with Daniel Vegalbela. Violist JorgeMartinez is methodical and conscientious, with

an interpretation that polished the accents a

La Jornada Newspaper, México
fiLa Catrina (String) Quartet from Mexico brings a distinctly new salsa flavor to the genre,
spotlighing rhythmic dancel o mi nat ed musi ¢c wedre more used t
Ballet Folklorico. Given several encores, the audience might well have lept upegunal
whipping through heeflashingzapateado# the aisles

artssf.com

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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FEEDBACK FROM PRESENTERS

ARThe audience | oved them and their program,
half. And the students they had met with earlier stayed on for the whole concert and for a long

time afterwards; it seems as though the guys stupck wonderful rapport with them. | was

amazed that these high school students could plug into such a big program of a type of music I'm
sure they're not familiar with, but they were most attentive and seemed to really enjoy it. .. The
quartet membersear al |l endearing people as well as wonc

0 Janet Bedell, Evergreen Concert Series, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore

nEveryone thought, including I, that the La C
beautifully playedand really one of the finest performances of Rayglrtet I've ever heard
greattexture, wonderful pianissimos, great pacing. Nice guys, too. We all wish them every
success! o

0 Paul NitschQueens Friends of Chamber Music, Charlotte, NC

i Wo n dllg un@isual concert, really appreciated by the audience (who came out in spite of 100
degree heat and the majority of them just under 100 years of age). This is a really good quartet
and the members of it are so delightful and charming it is hard nogtedah and every one of

them. They made me proud.

Thank you Lisad

0 Valerie StalveyDirector, Fullerton Friends of Music (CA)

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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iHI Lisa,

I'm nabbing 30 seconds here (9:30 p.Jou) wanted to tell you that | think the group is just
terrific!

Loved the Hispanic pieces which, with great charm, they introduced, taking urasis
always such a plus in our small auditoriumwHice nds i tself to Aconversa

It only got better, as you might have heard. The second half went well, and tre @@s a
knock out! Standing ovation doesn't happen often for us!! Again thanks.

It was a good audience and they really appreciate fresh repertoire and young energetic
performers.

Thanks again!o

0 Shelley RustonDirector, Concert and Lectuferies, Santa Barbara Museum of Art

AA dynamic young gquartet t hat excel s, not o]
communicators with audiences of all experience levels . . . They routinely drew steowhmg

only audiences . . . They initistean extremely successful String Institute for school children at
Kent | ast year. o

0 Ann W. Waters, Kent State University Classic Arts

ALa Catrina's educat i on ad thecsmdente wetesverywexcited, we | |
attentive, and impressed.was wonderful that they were able to be exposed to this wonderful
repertoire too. Jorge and Daniel were wonderfully engaging as MC's for the pedeaman

Thanksb

0 Naomi OkuyamaEducation Director, Da Camera Society, Los Angeles

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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ALi sa: grie&t engl goweerealdy good review in the local paper. The audience loved them
and so did we. | will scan andreail a copy of the review to you.

They were also extremely personable and could awé tbeen nicer. The Mexican Cah

Little Rock hostd them and us at a dinner, and he and his wife and others affiliated with the
consulate attended the concert.

| would highly recommend them!o

0 Bettina BrownsteinLittle Rock Chamber Music Society

fiLa Catrina String Quartet is only #e years oldhut they possedsiree things that make far
great worldclass ensemble:

Interpretive honesty. La Catrina not only plays theesain the pagetheyk now why t hey/
playing them. Theiphrasing is organic and reahever felt they muscled their way tlugh any

piece and nothing wantrived.

The chops. They performed the difiit Grieg completely as oreenough said.

A gorgeous sound. Now, darnt | adilzelreve ma when | write thisecause | am dead

serious, they havéhe growl of a young Guarne@uartet Playing on 20th century American
instrunents, they create a sound that | have rarely heard somer

0 Judith Oishei, The Athenaeum Masnd Arts Library

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Quartetébés concert a skillful genre mi X
BY LAURA STEVENS, ARKANSAS DEMOCRATGAZETTE
Oct 24, 2008

La Catrina Quartet delivered fascinating feats of music to Little Rock on Thursday night,
performing with skill a contrastingegcomplementary program.

Dance, classical, impressionistic and just plain fun, the music covered a wide variety of genres
during the opening concert of The Chamber Music Sooety Li tt 1 e Rockodés seas:i

Throughout the <concer tch, the quadtet memders maidtainedEspylistcc o p a
passion, eye contact and physical intensity whether playing classical styles or music based on
Mexican dancegntrancing the audience.

In the most entertaining selection of the evening, the quartet perfooneded Pabl o Monc a
AHuapango, 0 playing their instruments in diff
false harmonics and col legno, where instrumentalists bounce the wood of their bows on the
strings. Violinist Daniel Veg#lbela utilized eery inch of his bow during his solos with an
impressie and beautiful pressure.

The group took Franz Joseph Haydnds String QL
new. Forget delicate classical music the four dug in, going for fullness and atiag new

levels of intensity. The instruments galloped exuberantly, with plenty of vibrato. In the third
movement, Veg#lbela and Blake Espy on violin, performing as one voice, dueled with Jorge
Martinez and Alan Daowz on viola and cello, respectively,ttho pairs of instruments each one

octave apart. The musicians managed to go from the intensity of elephants stomping to the
lightness of fedters all within a breath.

With the concerending Quartet in F by Maurice Ravel, the musicians once agaiadcshitars
seamlessly to impressionism without losing their unique voice. Martinez se@tetiis viola

solo in the thirdnovement while the other musicians accompanied him like running water. The
second movement, mostly comprised of pizzicato, was deaahdrnthe quartet finished out the
night with a richly textured fourth movement, which once again showcased its unique and full
bodied style.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Impressive La Catrina Quartet spices up strings in Santa Barbara debut
JOSEF WOODARD, NEWHRESS CORRESPONDENT
May 1, 2008 12:00 AM

In a sense, it has been a goodryfea the cause of tipping thealance of credit due to Mexican
"art music" in Santa Barbarahe well-established Cuarteto Latinoamericac@me to town
earlier thisyear, and on Monday night at tharffa Barbara Museum of Athenot-quite young
but notquite veteran La Catrina Quartetit forth aperformance strong enough to nurtune t
idea this could be the netexicanbased quartet to watch out for.

Monday's appearance was the finahoert inthis season of SBMA's1spired chamber music
series, which has thus far broughamy anotable traveling string quartet to Sargarbara. Here,
though, was a&hining example of a quartet grounded in the rich foundation of string quartet
music while also debrating their heritage.

For this occasion, the quartet showed its polisth passiorbeautifully on the more traditional
repertoire of Haydn (his "Larkfjuartet) and Debussy (the Quartet invior, Opus 19). The
ensembleclosed the program with "Fouorf Tango," a gutsy gust of Astor Piazzolla's "Nuevo
Tango." Originally written for the Kronos Quartéte piece supplied an exciting finale lta
Catrina’s traversal of theaditional and the exotic.

And yet it was the Mexican music d¢he program thaleapt out forattention. Not incidentally,
each of the three Mexican W represented different stylistic and eimotl facets, attesting to
thevariety of possibilities in Mexican classical repertoire.

Opening with a blast of shimmering comgorary ensgy, the group dovénto Javier Alvarez'
"Metro Chabacano," actuallyritten for theCuarteto Latinoamericano in 1991. In Myvarez's
score, a propulsivéMinimalist grid is the base for a demtively simple melodic theme,
reportedly borrowed from a stiteusician who would perch in the Metiation.

Jose Pablo Moncayo's "Huapango" is a swe®re based on variations afbright, jubilant
theme. It involve hypnotic swaying between twohords, festive arpeggios, and a solid
connection with what violislorge Martinez called "the happy spirit of the Mexican people."

Another dizzier Mexican fiestarientedpiece, but from the edgier emd the spectrum, came
with the quartet's reading of the Quartet No. 4, "Musica de Feria," by Silvestre Revueltas. The

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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late, great Revuelt438991940), often called the "Charles Ives of Mexican music," has a
special link to Santa Barbara, in that the Santa Barbara Sympbeted a memorable festival in
his honor, during Gisele BeDor'stenure as maestra.

La Catrina Qartet's infectious péormance showcased Revueltagjenious balancing act of
seemingly dierse elements. In a work abdhe happy sensory overload of a fiegtacarnival,
Stravinskyesque Modernist tension and polytonal schi@g meets sounds from Mexia
folklorico.

With much of Revueltas’ music, the comeosonveys madness, melanchapnd tender
lyricism, sometimes simwheously. La Catrina seemed koow the secret entryway into the
heart of Revueltas's musical code.

To close, the quartet playedh &ncore of aMexican clogging dance turie a tasty musical
confection with some sly false endings attached.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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La Jornada Michoacan, Mexico
Thursday, 9 February 2006

EL CUARTETO LA CATRINA SE CONFIRMA COMO UNO DE LOS ENSAMBLES MAS
SOLIDOS DE LA ESCENA MEXCANA

Ofrecio el cuarteto de cuerdas La Catrina concierto en su Alma Mater
La sala Nifios Cantores del Conservatorio de las Rosas fue el escenario del recital

(English translation follows)
Por Carlos F. Marquez

El cuarteto de cuerdas La Catrina, intelgrgpor egresados del Conservatorio de las
Rosas, regreso6 a su alma mater la noche del pasado martes para ofrecer un concierto en el que,
gracias a la calidad musical de la que hicieron alarde, refrendaron a la masica de camara como
una prolifica ruta a sedy por los alumnos de la maxima casa de estudios musicales de
Michoacén y se afirmaron como uno de los cuartetos jovenes mas sélidos de la escena mexicana.

La sala Niflos Cantores del Conservatorio de las Rosas fue la sede en la que convergieron
alummos de dicha institucién y maestros de la ciudad para apreciar el metedrico desarrollo que ha
tenido cada uno de los musicos que integran La Catrina: DanietlAllegia (violin), George
Figueroa (violin), Jorge A. Martinez (viola) y Alan Daowz (violonchetmatro personalidades
de apreciables cualidades musicales en lo individual que se traducen en una dimensién sonora
genuina en su trabajo como ensamble.

Este cuarteto, fundado en la Universidad de Western Michigan, no pudo elegir mejor obra de
apetura que el Cuarteto Op. 64 No. 5 La Alondra de Haydn. Con este célebre cuarteto, La
Catrina dio una muestra de los altos vuelos que son capaces de alcanzar en la musica de camara.
Temperados en el refinamiento de Haydn, los musicos definieron un estilaralelocuencia,
puntual en el tiempo vy fiel al caracter ritmico de la obra. El Gltimo de los cuatro movimientos de
La Alondra, un finale vivace, puso a prueba la capacidad del cuarteto con una velocidad y
musicalidad que La Catrina interpret6 cabalmenteun sonido poderoso y claro.

El Cuarteto Op. 18 No. 4, de Beethoven, cerraria la primera parte del concierto con un
desempefio vibrante del cuarteto. Desde el primer movimiento, allegro ma non tropo, la
personalidad musical de cada uno de losgmatetes de La Catrina se definid sin demeritar el
ensamble. Daniel VegAlbela deleitd a la concurrencia con el delirante vibrato de su violin y

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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con un ataque decidido de las cuerdas; George Figueroa, en el segundo violin, acentu6 el
contraste con secuemsi mas graciles y de una languidez que conmueve (sic); Alan Daowz
blandi6é su chelo con una interpretacion de caracter y sus registros bajos devenian majestuosos
para dialogar con Daniel Vega (sic) y generar un didlogo brioso, y Jorge Martinez en la viola s
muestra metddico, concienzudo en una interpretacion que pule los acentos y la expresividad de la
obra.

Los numerosos y efusivo aplausos de los presentes al terminar la primera parte del recital
ofrecieron a La Catrina la seguridad de haber dentwssa talla como cuarteto de cuerdas y en
el cierre del recital se mostraron mas deleitados por el encuentro con su alma mater, aungue no
por eso menos empefiados en la interpretacion de las obras Cuarteto de cuerdas, de Joaquin
Gutiérrez Heras, y el CuatteOp. 27, de Edvard Grieg.

Con estas dos obras el Cuarteto ofrecio la oportunidad de ser apreciados a detalle, de
descubrir en Daniel Vega (sic) una personalidad imponente al violin y valorar esa prodigiosa
conjuncion de talentos individuales enansamble da calidad de La Catrina.

TRANSLATION:
THE LA CATRINA STRING QUARTET OFFER A CONCERT AT THEIR ALMA MATER
By Carlos F. Marquez

The La Catrina String Quartet, founded by alumni of @mservatorio de las Rosas,
came back to its Alma Mater Thursday night to offer a concert. Because of the musical quality
that they displayed, they affirmed chamber music as a fruitful path to follow for the students of
the highest music institution in Mioacéan, thus asserting themselves as one of the most solid
young string quartets on the Mexican scene.

The Nifios Cantores recital hall was the headquarters in which the students and
instructors of the Conservatorio converged to witness the meteoricogmazit each of the
members of the La Catrina have had. Daniel VAlipela (violin), George Figueroa (violin),
Jorge A. Martinez (viola) and Alan Daowz (cello) are four personalities of considerable
individual musical qualities that, put together, translate a genuine sonorous dimension in
their work as an ensemble.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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The quartet, founded in Western Michigan University in 2001, could not have picked a
better work with which to open the program th
celebratd quartet, the La Catrina gave a sample of their ability to soar with chamber music.
Tempered in Haydn's finesse, the musicians defined a style of clear eloquence, punctual in their
tempos and faithful to the character of the work. The last of the fouemoe nt s of A The L
vivace finale, put the quartet's abilities to the test with a speed and musicality that they
interpreted precisely and with a clear, powerful sound.

The Op. 18 #4, by Beethoven closed the first half of the program with a brilliant
performance by the quartet. From the first movement, allegro ma non troppo, the musical
personality of each of the members of the quartet could be perceived, without taking away from
the ensemble. Daniel Vegidbela delighted the audience with his deligovibrato and his
resolute articulation. George Figueroa, playing second violin, brought out the contrast with more
graceful sequences of a languidness that was moving. Alan Daowz brandished his cello with
character and played majestically in his lowagister in a con brio dialogue with Daniel Vega
Albela. Violist Jorge Martinez is methodical and conscientious, with an interpretation that
polished the accents and expressiveness of the work.

The copious and heartfelt applause from the audience at ¢thefehe first half of the
concert made plain to the La Catrina that they had demonstrated their caliber as a string quartet,
and at the closing of the recital they seemed more delighted by their encounter with their Alma
Mater, although that did not stdbem from pouring themselves into their interpretation of the
ACuartetoo by Guti ® rrez H®ras and the String

With these two works, the quartet offered the audience the opportunity to appreciate them
in detail, of discoveringn Daniel VegaAlbela an imposing personality at the violin, and to
value that prodigious conjunction of individual talents in a high quality ensemble such as the La
Catrina String Quartet

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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THE LA CATRINA QUARTET

Hailed by Yo Yo Ma as wonderful ambas®rs for music, the La Catrina String Quartet is one

of the most sought after ensembles on tour today. Their unique blend ofAbagincan and
standard repertoire has proved enormously entertaining for its diverse audiences, catering to the
more traditimal concertgoers while still attracting the next generation of listeners. Their
infectious personalities infuse their playing, creating truly compelling performafbesLa

Catrina Quartet has a triple mission: to perform the masterworks of the strinet gqapertoire,

to promote Mexican and Latin American art music worldwide and to work closely with
composers in order to promote the performance of new music.

Currently Faculty Quartetin-Residenceat New Mexico State Universitythe La CatrindQuartet

tours regularly throughout the US and Mexico, amaks received important awards and
recognitions, such as Wik UYnversityn Reddarch handgGreativeUn i v e
Scholar Awardthe Bascom Little Fund Grantvivw.bascomlittle.oryyand the Mrth Carolina

Arts Council cARWheels 2009 and 2010 touring prograrhey havealso premiered works by
composers Thomas Janson and John Ferrito at the Kent Blossom Music Festival and Zae Munn

at the Chicago College of Perfning Arts.

Recent highlights includéheir participation in the highly competitive Association of Performing
Arts Presentersdé 2007 Young Performers Caree
which <concluded with a showciacsnbd sp ecrlfasrsmacnacle
performerso in Carnegi etheHdrteéin-Residerce of theWestgrme ar s
Piedmont Symphony in North Carolindhe La Catrina Quartet was algo residence at the

Chamber Music Festival ddan Miguel de ABnde Mexico, wherethey collaborated with the

Brentano Quartet, the Poulenc Trio and The Miami Quartet.

This season they will be featured in concert series throughout the US and Mexiowill

conduct several quartet resitties during the summer of @0 Upcoming concerts include a
performance in Merkin Hall in New York City as welsUni ver sity of Washin
Seriesn Seattle For detailed conceend schedulenformation please visit,
http://www.lacatrinaquartet.com/coming_up.htm

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Daniel VegaAlbela

Born in Mexico City, Daniel Veg#\lbela startedhe violin when he was nine, and at fifteen he
won the silver medal at the First National Violin Competition sponsored by the National
University of Mexico (UNAM). At sixteen, he moved to New York City, where he received his
Bachelor of Violin Performance from the Mannes College of Music.

He has performed in the United States with orchestras such as the Buffalo Philharmonic, the
Clevelam Orchestra, the St. Cecilia Chamber Orchestra, and the Western New York Chamber
Playersln Mexicohe has performedith the Orquesta Sinfonica de Mineria and the Orquesta
de Camara de Morelo8s a soloist andhamber musician he has touMdxico, Japan

Germany and the United States.

Mr. VegaAlbela received his MM in violin performance from Western Michigan University and
in chamber music from Kent State University, where he and his colleagues from the La Catrina
Quartet were mentored by the worldsdaMiami String Quartet.

As member of one of the masiiccessfujoung quartets today, Mr. Vegebela offersnearly a
hundredconcerts per year throughout the United States and Mexico, where he has performed in
prestigious venues such as Carnegie Haew York, as well as amportantconcert series in

DC, Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Diego, Baltimore, Chicago, New Mexico, Arkansas and
South Dakota, among others. His quartet has been invited to participate in several international
music festivals irMexico, such as the International Music Festival of Morelia and the
International Chamber Music Festival of San Miguel de Allende.

In the fall of 2007 Mr. Vegalbela and his colleagues from the La Catrina won the 3 year
position of Quartein-residencef the Western Piedmont Symphony in Hickory, NC, where Mr.
VegaAlbela currenlty lives with his wife and son, a dog, two cats and two pet mice.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Blake Espy

Born in Savannah, Georgia, Blake Espy started violin at the age of six. He has been associate
concetmaster of the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra and a frequent performer with the
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra. He also spent one summer in Mexico City performing with
Orquesta Sinfénica de Mineria.

In 2007, Mr. Espy was invited to become a membéh®fNew World Symphony in Miami
Beach, FL, a professional studies orchestra whose alumni have gone on to join the ranks of
professional orchestras all over the US and the world. In this program he was given the
opportunity to act as a rotating concertregsthamber musician, and educator to young
musicians in the Miami area.

In his hometown of Savannah, Mr. Espy createdmgprofitorganization called MusicAlive,

whose mission is to establish a healthy and sustainable environment for classical music
throughout the area by means of community engagement, unique performance venues,
innovative programming, as well as traditional performance practices.

Mr. Espy holds a Bachelor of Music Performance Degree from Western Michigan University, a

Master of MusicBr f or mance Degree from Louisiana State

SUNY Purchase.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Jorge Martinez

Born in Torredn, Coahuila, Mexico, Jorge Martinez studied viola at the Conservatorio de las
Rosas where he graduated with honors, under thedatefgprofessor Gela Dubrova. In August
2001, he was awarded a fellowship by the Department of Public Education of Mexico to study
abroad. In 2003, he completed his Master of Music degree in Viola Performance at Western
Michigan University.

While at WMU, Mr. Martinez became a member of the Phi Kappa Lambda Music Honors
Society. In addition to this, he was awarded, along with his colleagues of the La Catrina, one of
the universityob6s most prestigious awards, na
Creative Scholar Award. It was the first time in the history of the university that the Graduate
College bestowed such recognition upon an ensemble of the School of Music.

Mr. Martinez has taken masterclasses with such prominent players as Michael Ralygst,
Vernon and Anita Pontrimoli. As a chamber musician, he has participated in master classes with
the Tokyo and Miami String Quartets, the triple Helix trio, William Preucil, Stephen Rose and
Robert Vernon.

Mr. Martinez has been a faculty memberhsd Conservatorio de las Rosas in Mexico, as well as
instructor of violin and viola at Crescendo Academy of Music in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

As an orchestral musician, he was assistant principal of both the Camerata de Coahuila and the
Orquesta de Camara deoklia. Most recently, Mr. Martinez received an offer to become
principal viola of the Orquesta Sinfénica de Mineria, one of the most prestigious orchestras in
Mexico.

Mr. Martinez has appeared as soloist with several orchestras in Mexico and in Dez@@aber
he gave a recital and a masterclass in London.

Mr. Martinez is a founding member of the La Catrina String Quartet as well and holds a Master
of Music degree in chamber music and vocal performance from Kent State University. He is a
member of the PKappa Lambda Music Honor Socigi§sU chapter.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com



d
(afrina
Quartel

419 7" St. NE, Hickory,NC 286016 http://www.lacatrinaquartet.co 83284 4 5 7-madil: infb@lacatrinaquartet.com

Alan Daowz

Born in Mexico City, Alan Daowz began to play the cello at age 18 with José Luis Galvez at the
Escuela Nacional de Mdusica in Mexico City and later at the Conservatorio de las Rosas in
Morelia, Michoacan, whereehobtained his Bachelor degree in cello performance. Under the
tutelage of Bruce Uchimura, he received his Master of Music degree in cello performance from
Western Michigan University. Mr. Daowz also holds a Master degree in Chamber Music
performance fronKent State University, where he studied with Keith Robinson. He has taken
master classes with Mischa Katz and Hans Jorgen Jensen.

He has been a member of numerous orchestras in Mexico and in the US. Mr. Daowz has proved
to be an excellent cello and chambmairsic instructor in different musfestivals such as Festival

de Musica de Gaéara in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico and Cannon Music Camp at
Appalachian State University and regularly at Lenoir Rhyne University.

As a chamber musician Mr. Daowz has recdrdet he musi c for the film
music by German Romero with the Salvador Contreras String Quartet. He has collaborated with
the Brentano an@ypress Quartets and the Powldmio.

Mr. Daowz is a founding member of the La Catrina String Quai#h them he has toured
across the US and Mexico and performed in Germany. Currently Mr. Daowz teaches at New
Mexico State University and serves as principal cello of the Las Cruces Symphony

Alan Daowz performs on a Cello made by Bronislaw Cison maddirago in 2003.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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THE QUARTET AND EDUCATION
Artistic goals

As indicated in the quartetods resume, one
strong working ties with those people, \iter talented students or professionals, who are in the
business of creating new music. We believe that, as much as we may love the traditional
chamber music repertoire, musicians today must take up the fight alongside composers to make
new music more acssible and appealing, particularly to young audiences.

We have been very pleasantly surprised to find that young audiences tend to be a lot more
receptive to this @eaneaniag theltancertgiersrwa assotiateowitrathe o n e

by

Asymphosyrarcbecerts. o

Not only have young people, in the context of the many demonstrations we have done for
music classes ranging from Kindergarten to High School, given us enthusiastic feedback after
hearing XX c. string quartet repertoire. Many of them hacsteially approached us to tell us that
we have helped them see classical music in an entirely different light. Some are quick to invoke

the image of the stereotypically dAstiff <cl ass
surprise afterheain us do a r e n dvildica derreria.Somdhawe gane as farsad
telling us that they just did not i magine the

things bring us more joy than hearing a student approach us after a preseasftaXignc.

Mexican music for string quartet, to tell us that they want to take up a stringed instrument. In
short, we believe that if we are to keep classical music alive, we must develop an appreciation of
new music in our young audiences, focusing pauitylon debunking the image of the classical
musi cian as a fAboring person, 0 through the
accomplished that, the process of developing a love for classical music in general (not just
contemporary music) becomes faser.

For these reasons, pushing to foster the development of more sophisticated audiences who
embrace once again the creation of new repert
Based on our experience, it is clear that this is possibEct¢omplish in great measure by

starting at the grassroots level, focusing particularly on the youngest sectors of society. We
believe that, without a strong educational component and an active agenda to develop outreach
initiatives to bring music outsidef the concert hall and into the community, artists face the sad
reality of continuing to be viewed as eccentric at best, snobbish and isolated at worst.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Educational/Social Goals

From its inception, the La Catrina String Quartet has been strongly cechrtateducation.
Specifically, because of our backgrounds, we are particularly interested in bringing our services to
those sectors of society where there may be a greater need for and appreciation of high quality music
and music instruction. Thus, we haakvays followed as our guiding principle, the motto that the
quality of any given society is judged not by the way it treats its privileged, but by the way it
provides for its most needy. Because of this, we share a strong commitment to seek work
opporturities in those areas within the United States where there may be a greater need for the
inclusion of minorities as an organic part of the infrastructure of educational institutions at all levels.

In practical terms, this means that, because of our preféehave a much greater ability to
recruit as our students talented young Latino a
the gapso of an educational system that tragic
means that our gomasis as instructors will always be heavily weighted towards nurture rather than
nature, as we believe that this is really the only way to become outstanding teachers, rather than
outstanding scouts.

As a Latino string quartet, it is of the greatest ingace for us to provide our young,
mi nority audi ences with positive rol e model s.
polarized society, as negative stereotyping seems to be the driving force among too many groups. In
a country whgerpeottoh ep hfiermeolnteinnron i s al | but unavoli
younger generations of today that immigration can be a positive force, one that enriches our culture
rather than impoverishes our society.

In addition to this, chamber music instructismaches values that are very much lacking
today, such as cooperation, collective work, humility and the ability to accept criticism, as well as
honesty, tolerance, inclusion, and consistency of discourse. An individual who learns to treasure
these valuewill be an asset to whatever community of which he/she chooses to become a part.

It is our hope that as we fulfill our appointment willew Mexico State Universifywe will
be able to establish strong working ties with Jikended people in all areas dfe chamber music
industry to help us establish effective mechanisms to nurture a love for classical music in young
audiences. Specifically, we wish to find ways in which to focus on those sectors of society that are
slighted by an educational system thattmues to take away resources that might otherwise be used
to develop a curriculum that instills a love of the arts. There is no more effective tool that we can
hand our youth to understand and transform their reality so that they may become maktgrs of t
own destiny.

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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20062 009 Repertoire, plus Acan keep pithesees, 0
works may be performed by special arrangement)

Quartet Pieces/Arrangements

Copland
Puccini
Schubert

Latin American Works
Ginastera

Halffter

Lara

Rueda

Lavista

Alvarez

Arias y Luna

Chavez

Bernal Jiméez
Gutierrez Heras
José Pablo Moncayo
Silvestre Revueltas

Two Pieces
Crisantemi
Quartetstaz

Quartet No. 2

Ocho Tientos

Bahirav

Quartets 1& 2

Reflejos de la Noche

Metro Chabacano

Sonoralig Op. 3 fALa Zacatecanao
Cuarteto de Arcos IlI*

Cuarteto Virreynd

Quartet No.1

Huapango

String Quartet No. 4ylUsica de Feria

Works by American Composers

Munn
Curtis-Smith
Janson

Classics
Haydn
Mozart
Beethoven

Romantics
Brahms
DvoS§gk
Grieg
Mendelssohn
Smetana

Our Hands Were Tightly Clenched
Barbershop Quartet*
Angelwings2" String Quartet*

Op. 64 No. 5, Op. 76 No. 2, Op. 77 No. 1*
K. 465*, K. 387, K. 590K. 464

Op. 18 Nos 1, 4 & 5, Op. 74 fAiHarp

Quartet Op. 51 in ¢ minor*

Quartet Op. 96 i*n f major AAmMer i
Quartet Op 27 in g minor

Quartet Op. 44 No. 2

Quartet No. 1 AFrom my Lifeo

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com

or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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XX Century

Schostakovich Quartet Op. 108 No. 7*, Quartet Op. 110 No. 8*
Schulhoff Quartet No. 1

Barber Quartet

Bartok String Quartet No. 1*

Future Comissions by La Catrina (Latin Americ
La Bikina

Malagueia

Ojala que Llueva Café

Delirio

I n the Workseé
iAn evening of HéQwar tMettdal with the C

COLLABORATI ONS WI THE

BRENTANO QUARTET:
Mendelssohn Octet; Brahms Sextet op.36

CAVATINA DUO (guitar and flute, see www.cavatinaduo.com):

Guitar quintets by Boccherini ("Fandango") & Castelnu®ealesco; selected quintets, quartets,
trios and duos for different combinations of stapfiute and guitar by Beethoven, Piazzolla,
Roberto Sierra, and other composers

CUBAN CLARINETIST ALFREDO VALDES BRITO:
Clarinet Quintets by Mozart, Brahms and Weber

EDUARD LAUREL: )
Piano Quintetsbpv 0 S 8§ k , BrahmandBlosSBth ost akovi ch

SPECIAL PROGRM:

MUSI C FROM THE LI FE OF RUFI NO TAMAYDO, Mexi cobd

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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LA CATRINA SAMPLE PROGRAMS

Latin American Music Program

Sonoralia Op. 3 fAZacat ec arkEmmanuel Ariasy Luna (b. 1935)
Danza
Jarabe

Tango Ballet Astor Piazzolla1921i 1992
Titulos
La Calle
Encuentro, Olvido
Cabaret
Soledad
La Calle

Antojitos Mexicanos (Meican finger foods)
Mi Ciudad
Cancion Mixteca
La Bikina

Huapango Jose Pablo Moncayo (19121958)
Intermission

String Quartet No. 1 Alberto Ginastera (1916 1983)
Allegro Violento ed agitato
Vivacissimo
Calmoe Poetico
Allegramente Rustico

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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New Music Program

Our hands were tightly clenched Zae Munn (b. 1952)
The Barbershop String Quartet Curtis C. Smith (b. 1941)
Very intense
Raucous
Floating
Very interse
Cuarteto Joaquin Gutiérrez Heras (b. 1927)
Bahirav Ana Lara (b. 1959)
Intermission

String Quartet No. 2, ifAngel TWomagJarson (b. 1947)
éfrom the beginning of ti me
The pious and the impious
Scherzo
Spreading my wings

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Standard Repertoire Program

Crisantemi Giacomo Puccini (1858 1924)
Quartet No. 1 Erwin Schulhoff (1894 1942)

Presto con fuoco

Allegretto con noto e con malinconia grotesca
Allegro giocoso alla slovaca

Andante molto sostenuto

Quartet Op. 76, No. 2 AFi ft hsFOJ. Haydn (17321809)

Allegro

Andante o piu tosto allegretto
Menuetto

Finale. Vivace assai

Intermission
Quartet @. 27, in G minor Edward Grieg (1843907)
Un poco andante. Allegro molto ed agitato
Romanze
Intermezzo
Finale

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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Mixed Repertoire Program

Crisantemi Giacomo Puccini (1858 1924)
Quartet Op. 76, No. 2 AFi ft hsFJ Haydn (17321809)
Allegro
Andante o piu tosto allegretto
Menuetto

Finale. Vivace assai
Huapango José Pablo Moncayo (19121958)

Intermisson

Quartet in F Maurice Rave(1875- 1937)

Modéré. Tres doux
Assez vif.Tres rythmé
Tres lent

Agité

For information on bookinthe La CatrinaQuartet, pleaseontact Lisa Sapinkopf Artist: LSapinkopf@aol.com
or visit our website, aww.lacatrinaquartet.com
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